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“It is precious to have something like that plaited hair, found on our country,
and then have further testing link it back to the Kurrama people. It’s
something to be proud of, but it’s also sad. Its resting place for 4,000 years is
no longer there.”

Hayes said the site had been used as a campsite by Kurrama moving through
the area, including in the memory of some elders.

“We want to do the same, we want to show the next generation,” he said.
“Now, if this site has been destroyed, then we can tell them stories but we
can’t show them photographs or take them out there to stand at the rock
shelter and say: this is where your ancestors lived, starting 46,000 years
ago.”
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O The cave in Juukan Gorge that was blasted. It is the only inland site in Australia to show signs of
continual human occupation through the last Ice Age. Photograph: The Puutu Kunti Kurrama and
Pinikura Aboriginal Corporation.

The Aboriginal Heritage Act has been up for review, in some form, since
2012. Draft legislation put forward by the former Liberal government in 2014
was rejected after even a National party MP argued it was unfair to
traditional owners and did not allow for adequate consultation.

Rewriting the act was listed as a priority for Labor before their election win
in 2017, and last month WA’s Aboriginal affairs minister Ben Wyatt pushed
back the final consultation on his draft bill until later this year due to the
coronavirus pandemic.

The new legislation will provide options to appeal or amend agreements to
allow for the destruction of heritage sites, Wyatt said. He wasn’t aware of the
risk to the Juukan site, or its destruction, until Monday.
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“It will provide for agreements between traditional owners and proponents
to include a process to consider new information that may come to light, and
allow the parties to be able to amend the agreements by mutual consent,” he
said. “The legislation will also provide options for appeal should either party
not be compliant with the agreement.”

In its submission to the legislative review, Rio Tinto said it was broadly
supportive of the proposed reform but that consent orders granted under the
current system should be carried over, and that rights of appeal should be
fixed, not broad or subject to extensions, lest it “prolong approvals or
appeals processes at a critical point in the project.”

A spokesman from Rio Tinto said the company had a relationship with the
Puutu Kunti Kurrama and Pinikura people dating back three decades, “and
we have been working together in relation to the Juukan area over the past
17 years”.

“Rio Tinto has worked constructively together with the PKKP People on a
range of heritage matters and has, where practicable, modified its operations
to avoid heritage impacts and to protect places of cultural significance to the
group,” the company said.

F IS [BlMIeU6oTLD 2011 S0 Sh6ev0r(R LIMyLUflw

o _flemD W8 @B L 60T 62(H LLTeTs 2 [flemin 6L 1LIH & &5 6V
MEBOWWSTL LG, aliserfler Liais o flenn Camifléans

Tl LITL& BHL06TMESHT6V (LDEmMUITEIT 6L 1L|&em6eVL] QLIMIISMN S
I5ITEOTE 24,6001 (H & EHE S (LNEOTL|. DI6UFTSHEIT 2014 LD 34,600T19.60 LSL L

B IT60TL60Y6V 6T6lT | & TEHR 60T, @) S 565 D) 60T 2_600T60) L0 LLITEOT 6160 S
QaueflliL(GSH UG,

AHS AGLAUMTTTIFREG SH6016V60L0 &ITHIGH W
QBTLQUITHET QLT TUEFITETT LITSHLIT 6MN&HECH6 61V6VITE, @) S
aUmLoBITerflev (H (Wemm L HIGLD B8 LD S6v0T(h LI LIL| 6T6oTm!
FoI6OTITIT.

2008 YLD 600T(h FLSSLILILL 1 10L LT C&FMEement G5 mevorL_edl6v,
@B @ LD &LOMT 20,000 24,6007 (H & 6T LILD6MLOUITEOTS! 6T60TM)
CaPHWILLILIL L&, 94e0Tmev LWL L1 LIUJ6oorLd 7,000 & @& GmLIL L
FHVLIQUMHL&6T Coafleasliul L "basen GMIUNLE5868
FHeMHMG" 5600T(h L1955 51, @56V 40,000 31,600 (H &6 LILD 60 LO UL T60T
&L L& BMEET, HTeVHleney LDMMINGLITS ellevmi Gl eormigs6rflev 6f HLIHILD
LOMMHMBIGHEN6TE SITL1Q U LOIG) L6086l 60T 2, U (78 85 600T & & IT60T
6TEVILDL]&6T LDMHMILD L]60f18 L1 QUITIHL_GH6IT 34,5 WLem6U LG LD.

&6 8 WIN60T &L_60)L_UITEOT SH6TLD 856001 | FLOITET L0 & GH)6V LD6voT oM MILD
LD6DOTEM 6V 2_([H6UMESH I DIDH G S S, @) 5606V L& S &Herflev
SILLSHLL @ueor® WL LT WPEHL @ AH &S

2 (HaUMGSLILLLG. LNevmgmelel 2_6T6m G LIHLDLITEV 60T
QBMTLGILITHET ST TTULFFHET 30 O F.15 2 WIS H eV
LIMTemmMenIg &MEGeor.



& (PSR WLDTE, HL[HS L6l U853 6T GUIMSI G5 M6V LIMTIH6T
LS 6 &6 nemmbaiallLallevemev. e &H Credlwlmellev 2 _eTer
QUBLLLIMELITEOT 2_6THITL_(h G& MV LIMIHET &6ITMHI&6T, 23,000 (D& 6V
19,000 34,600T(N & @58 G (LN6OTL]| Lieofl U85 T 60T GLIMSI LDE 861
QLLLOUWTHEHMGE &ML (H G 6Tmet, e Qeorentl6v BT eumevor(h B
LSBT MHIG6T 6UMevor(heNlL_L60T. 83O & 60T LIGTETE & Mdh S 60l (HIH & eU(HLD
QS TG LITIHET &FMEOTMISH6T S (DS
AUSRTONESLILIL LY (HIHSH S THE Fa MG 6OTMEOT.

"G\ 2_BIGEHSHEG 3 I1HEHL) RO &HHTH @(H H6TLD, [HEIG6T I HIE LIV
600T(H &6 Lieoof lwmmmIuf (& &H6VITID," 6TedTM) 6UT FamleoTm . "LTHS
FeNSHS STV DHHELILGUSMNHES, 625 elaqULILD 6T6U6U6TEY

(PER WSS aUTUIHEHETEH @) ([HES Ceuevor(hLD?" 6TeTmI 36Ul
FoMI6OTT.

oLITEFQ &6V Gamilerier er(Ws Il ILNemnpenl FFQ&FUIW @)H5E
&L (e 27 GLD 2020 3{60TM HHSSLILIL LS.

Most viewed



