4/23/25, 1:43 PM fUrE & uar gad ¢ i Rar et &1 46,000 I RN TS TH131 &1 Hed B8 A1 Ugd &1 Ul AT - Tt =gt

Bk English — Hindiv : Y

i O uydar aean g f fray fddt &1 46,000 I1a
wﬁmmﬁ@zﬁwwwﬁﬁwmﬁw

PUKIREE ER

ARTCAATRAT T 3R UTg IR

PR 5 S 2020 H1 Jag 7:08 T

2014 B J3HH e THT Ridl H I TP $1 Gals & SR 40,000 ¥ 1fAF I & H-d o & H1eg &t @i o1 T8 At (37

G &3 B fawTsl o R et o) B8 I1dd Uga w4 fobar o1 fob fUsa g
gfgt sifecferar o fUaaRT &5 o I o w1sf ! faspie T IS/ o1, 396 4 &4
T B T T[T "3i1Re fordT H Haifis qRidTad Aga & ot

Y T R ST & I R REA H Y

&, 9181 46,000 T4 4 § IR {4 e v foig:

o FETO HIE ¢ . 3¢ R Iuasy Rarel o
o 9 uga A feet 3R gg et =i T A TF 01 B TUaarT
3R fafeger (fiddt) &7 & got Farfyal 1 THHTH T[0T S 71 §
CARARIER | Y R RS RE RS RT IR fores wifeies T¥pid & TH

TP TEe HIN G &'

https://www-abc-net-au.translate.goog/news/2020-06-05/rio-tinto-knew-6-years-ago-about-46000yo-rock-caves-it-blasted/12319334?_x_tr_sl=en... 1/8


https://www.abc.net.au/news/gregg-borschmann/8522270
https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/radionational-breakfast/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/topic/mining-and-metals-industry
https://translate.google.com/

4/23/25, 1:43 PM RO @ uelr =reren & b R Q) &Y 46,000 Fret A T2 BT1SHT BT A BE el U & Uell ol - TR =gt

TR &l YUIE ot fawg-awg &1 aRi= faan « R féel &1 fudearT e

TAT ], 1Y 8 2004 ¥ Ugd & RIAIdd ¥ 15 fofera Sier & fawdR
Tqderur B 3R R IR B TS TeTs B 3 U5 RRed % Te@ d R
EIEEANEYKARIER] & S T T
RTA@aT ST, AI3Hhd Wb Bl 2014 Bl - R féer gr faxmiftd 2015
fYOI¢ & qxaTauiianRur ¥ gfd g8 foh faxhie Pl U SIS o TR
T Y B T Wigcl § ¥ Ud, I3D-2 Hifereh! = T3l o faT=T 1
(STd-21) 01, 3o & gay 3R faRier fopam
fOdaRT & sffgda ot

ST, Wi = foraT, "§9 I W 40,000 a8 4

3{f¥ep QR Aikep e SH a1, fSrad 3= Mgl o 1Y IWRAGR TR Bt

HAIP T, GorH AT H Sfia-sig ARy, SfEdid TR & SR, WRf&d A a1 3R
BOIR] auf & qafaruiiy uRad-1 &1 IR RepTe gad derse urs TS "

TTH Y B3 A A, T8 A FUaaRT H ThHE U ®id & o Hifds Safa & i
T HIVIE § 3R SITE faxayur & Areqd ¥ T R ©ie i Rid-ar &
qHBTA URURS ATfCI! o A1y FHIT: T Holgd GaY UM HRalg 1"

- ! .-\ ki. "'-:.
HISHd T A Hal fb ITbT AT § b e e R & o faepie fhu o @ Ugdl J@a 7iTst IR 31R e GaTs Bl H1H
T ST STt ¥ 1 ( TS FOTaIRE 58 ATSHEHR)

https://www-abc-net-au.translate.goog/news/2020-06-05/rio-tinto-knew-6-years-ago-about-46000yo-rock-caves-it-blasted/12319334?_x_tr_sl=en... 2/8



4/23/25, 1:43 PM Xore 3 et gadr g fo ot fEet oY 46,000 T1e R T THTSH BT AT ©8 T UG B T AT - Tt =g

S1. Wi 3R JTb! <H H 2014 H [H13HT A 7,000 STl 8T8 SR HRIBRI R
o 81T §: "S(b-21 /QFHMH-2 H I@- & TR i fer & Hafed QR
TEd B gl

4t féet grT faaifira e &1 1y gt STagwd!

Rio Tinto seemed to be aware of the unique value of the site the year after
they received the archaeological report and in 2015, the mining company
funded a documentary called Ngurra Minarli, which means In Our Country.

7,000 artefacts were discovered during the excavation of the Juukan-2 site. (Supplied)

The documentary featured PKKP traditional owners expressing concern
about protecting the remaining cultural sites in the area, including the
Juukan rock caves.

Traditional owner Harold Ashburton said he had recently taken his two
sons to the area.

"I showed them Brockman, where my grandfather was born, first time they'd
been out in a grandfather's country," he said in the documentary.
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"They turned and said, 'It's f***ed because of mining.
What [have] they done to the country?"

In an interview with RN Breakfast, Chris Salisbury, chief executive of Rio
Tinto iron ore described the destruction of the caves as a
"misunderstanding".

He said the company was sorry for the "distress and anguish" of the PKKP
people and took "full accountability".

"'Something's gone terribly wrong here and we've committed to a
comprehensive review of all of our heritage process and moreover
committed to advocating for legislative change to prevent this sort of
thing happening, should it be necessary," Mr Salisbury said.

"We can't move back, we can't keep looking backwards,
we want to repair our relationship with traditional
owners."

Rock shelters were already doomed

Rio Tinto's Brockman 4 mine was expanding and operating less than one
kilometre away from the Juukan rock cave sites when Dr Slack's team
conducted its 2014 excavation of the site.

The dig excavated down 1.8 metres to bedrock across a 15-square-metre
sectionin the centre of Juukan 2.

It revealed compelling new evidence for the rarity and importance of both
Juukan 1 and Juukan 2.
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The Juukan caves were excavated in 2014 and determined to be of the "highest archaeological significance".
(Supplied)

However, because the dig was described by Dr Slack as "extensive salvage
excavations"it appeared that by 2014, both caves were already doomed.

Only months before the dig started, Rio Tinto secured a Section 18 consent
under the WA Aboriginal Heritage Act in December 2013.

The permit meant the company could not be prosecuted for "excavating,
destroying, damaging, concealing or in any way altering any Aboriginal
site".

This consent was issued by the WA Registrar of Aboriginal Sites despite an
earlier report in December 2008 by Dr Slack, pointing to "high
archaeological significance" of at least three sites in the region, which
included the two Juukan caves.
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